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purpose. Mr. James McDonald under whose Inspection it is now made has
taken great pains to make the powder of equal quaEty and strength as the
Europe, but it will not answer the proof nor remain tolerably good above a
month or two. Whether this is owing to any fault in the materials or in the
method of making it we cannot pretend to say, but as it is of the utmost
consequence to the preservation of the settlement to have good gunpowder
and as we are sensible it will be impossible to be supplied from Europe with
the quantity we may be in want of, we beg leave to propose to Your Honours
that some persons well skilled in the whole apparatus of making gunpowder
may be engaged in the Company's service and sent out to this Presidency,
by which means we may probably be enabled to make that article of a proper
quality and not depend on supplies from other parts of India which may be
intercepted by the enemy and by that means prove a great prejudice to us
and an assistance to them.
148.    As the bad quality of our powder is by some conjectured to proceed
from a defect in the materials, we wrote to all our subordinates and directed
them to get some gunpowder made at their respective factories which proves
even worse than our own.
149.    By the latter ships we shall send you a few specimens of the powder
made at this place and of the materials of which it is made that Your Honours
may judge Where the fault lies.
150.    We had before the receipt of your commands per Warren reduced
the batty of the seapoys to about half of what was paid them formerly, and
if a reduction of the batty of the military can be effected we shall put your
orders in execution upon that subject.
151.    By our consultation of the 16th March you will observe Mr. Pearkes
was appointed temporary. Chief at Dacca factory as he represented to the
Board he had very large outstanding concerns there, which it was necessary
for him to be, upon the spot to settle.   He accordingly proceeded there soon
after his appointment and took charge of the factory as  Chief, where he
remained till your orders per Hardwick arrived, at which time we thought
proper to recall him to his seat at our Board, having given him sufficient time
to settle his affairs at Dacca.
152.    Mr. Richard Court was on the 3rd May drowned by a boat, he was
in, being  overset.   By his  death the posts of Collector of the Consulage,
Register of Dustucks and  Sub~Accomptant becoming vacant we appointed
Mr. William MacGuire to those posts, and on his going Commissary to the
expedition under Colonel Forde we  appointed Paul Richard Pearkes Esqr.
Collector of the Consulage and Register of the Dustucks and Mr. William
Rider Sub-Accomptant.
153.    As we have already wrote Your Honours what followed on the receipt
of your commands per Hardwick and transmitted you copy of the consulta-
tions held in consequence of the rotation appointed by that ship, we shaE
not add anything on that subject, but refer you to the consultations trans-
mitted in the box of books for our whole proceedings thereon.
154.    Mr. Frankland having withdrawn from our Board on the^ receipt of
the above orders we wrote him a letter and invited him to resume his seat and
remain at the Board as long as he could with propriety, his services and advice